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"LIBERTY, THB UNION, AND THE CONSTITUTION."

IN CONGRESS OF THE U, STATES.
Tklrtyrinl Congress.First *«sslo».

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 1650.

.MATH.
EXECUTIVE COMMUHICATIONS.

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com¬
munication from tbe Secretary of War, containing a
statement of tbe appropriation* and expenditures for tbe
service of that department during the fiscal year ending
30th June, 1819; which was read, and,
On motion by Mr. MILLER, ordered to be laid on the

table, and printed.
The VICE PRESIDEN r also laid before the Senate a

report from the Secretary of War, with statements of ex-
iwnditures for contingencies of the various offices and
nureaus of that department during the fiscal year ending
30lh June, 1H-4U; which was ordered to be laid on the
table, and printed.

MEMORIALS AM) PETITIONS.
Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of Eleanor Ann

Shaw, heir'of Pelatiah Fitch, asking indemnity for spo¬
liation* by the French prior lo 1800; which was ordered
to be referred to the select luuuniUea <w lite hWmi/" ¦"

Mr. MORTON presented the petition of John 0. Harra,
the heir of Daniel O. Harra, late of Charleston, South
Carolina, asking indemnity for French spoliations prior
to 1800.

Also, the memorial of Charles Evans and other?, ask¬
ing remuneration for losses occasioned by the operations of
tfte American army in West Florida in 1814; which was
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations.
Mr. CLARKE presented the memorial of Benjamin

Norris and others, asking indemnity for French spolia¬
tions prior to 1800; which was referred to the select com¬
mittee.
Mr. BERRIEN presented the memorial of the legal re¬

presentatives of John It. Shaw, a.-king to be indemnified
for losses of certain private s'ores on board the Essex, at
tbe time of her capture by the British squadron, during
the war with Great Britain; which was referred to the
Committee op Naval Affairs.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented the petition

of Mary Farrer, asking a pension lor the services of her
husband, as a chapUiu, during the war of the revolution;
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions.
Mr. MANGUM presented the petition and papers of

Conrad W. Faler and Leofiold Bierwirth, in relation' to
the war steamer United States; which were referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.
Mr. CHASE presented the memorial of a number of

citizens of Walnut Hills, Hamilton County, Ohio, asking
that all international difficulties inay be setlleJ without
resort to war; which was referred to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.
Mr. MANGUM presented the petition of Owen Con¬

nelly, asking remuneration for services and injuries sus¬
tained while in the employment of government at the
Capitol; which was relerred to the Committee on the
District of Columbia.
Mr. ATCHISON presented a memorial of the general

assembly of the State of Missouri, asking a donation of
land for the improvement of the Osage river; which
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands.
Mr. A. also presented a memorial from the same,

calling the attention of Congress to the propriety of
making appropriations of land to reclaim the inundated
region in tbe southeast part of Missouri and the north¬
east part of Arkansas; [the general assembly requests
that the public lands for six miles on each side of the
contemplated canal, (tbe New Madrid and Stoddart Canal
Company,) in the counties of New Madrid and Stoddart,
may be donated by Congress to said canal company ;]
which was referred to the Committee on Public Lands.
Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial of the late and

present registers and receivers of the United States land
office at Fort Wayne, Indiana, asking to be allowed a
comiaiesion for tbe entry of inilitaiy bounty land war¬

rants; which was referred to the Committee on Public
Lands.
Mr. SEBASTIAN presented the petition of the late

and present registers and receivers of the land office at
Batasville, Arkansas, asking to be allowed a commission
on the entry of military bounty land warrants; which was
referred to the Committee on Public I-amis.
Mr. 8. also presented tbe memorial of Jonathan Lewis,

asking remuneration for losses sustained through depre¬
dations committed on his property by certain Cherokee
Inoiaos; which, with all the papers relating to the same,
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.
Mr. SHIELDS presented the petition of John Dawson,

of Sangamon county, Illinois, asking compensation for
hisMmces as pension agent; which wss referred to the
Committee of Claims.
Mr. MORTON presented the memorial of H. M. Brcck-

en ridge, asking a retransfer of twenty acres, including
his Orange Grove, embraced in certain lands containing
live-oak timber, which had been sold bv him to the Uni¬
ted Sutes; which was referred ts the Committee on Na¬
val Aflairs
Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of F. W. Brune,

acting executor of B. J. Von KapfT, last surviving
trustee of R. C. Boialandry, and attorney of F.leanor
Clarke, administratrix of Ambrose Clarke, asking indem¬
nity for French spoliations prior to 1900; which was re¬
ferred to the select committee on the subject.
Mr. SPRUANCE presented a memorial of merchants

snd others, citizens of Pennsylvania, asking an appro¬
priation for the construction of a harbor at Reedy island,
in the river Delaware; which was relerred to the Com¬
mittee on Commerce
On notion by Mr. DODGE of Iowa,
Ordtrtd, Thai the Committee on Pentior.abe discharged

from the lurther Consideration ol the olaim of the repre-
¦.ntativs of Wm. King, and ibat it be referred to tUe Gwo-
initMon Revolutionary Claim*.
On motion by Mr. PEARCE,
Ordfrtd, That the on lite in the Senate relating to

the olaim of Thorns* P. MoUlair Im rslerrrd to the Com¬
mittee on Navpl Alfsir*.
On notion by Mr. PEARCE,
Ordtrtd, Thai the petition of Wm. Emmon*, auminla-

iralor ol Uri Kmmoua, on ihe liici ol the Senate, be refer¬
red to l(ir Committee on Patent*.

Mr. CLAY. I hold in my hand, and have bwn ra-
'lueeted to present to the Senate, the petition of William
A. Seely, ot the city of New York.
.Soma twenty odd year* ago, air, the prince and princess

of Orange lout, from th« palace belonging to tbe govern
ment of Belgium, in Rrussels, a large amount in value of
irwela.tbe crown jewels, and pom* of tbe personal jew-
'.I* of tbe princeaa. No trace, for a long tme, could be
¦liseovered of tbatbicf; but at length conjecture led to
the belief that ha had fled to the United States Tbe
government of Holland, represented at that lime by the
chevalier ., appealed to tba government of the
United State* for assistance in recovering the lost property
of tbe crown, and in obtaining possession of the person ol
tbe culprit. The government of tbe United Slate* ac¬

cordingly instructed ita public officers to afford any co

<>l>eration in their power to discover the thief, and to
restore the property lost.being, in amount of value, up
wards, 1 believe, of a million of dol ara. Some trace of
the thief was subsequently discovered in New York, and
at this stage of the business, Mr. Seely, a prolessional
...ntleman, a lawyer of eminence, engaged in a lucrative
I'raelice.as 1 understand worth from ten to twelve
thousand dollars.was appealed to, to afford his profs*
Lionel asaiatanO in tba recovery of the property, Mr.
Seely abandoned tbe pursuit of his profession, engaged
in the object in which be was thus called upon to embark,
and dedicated nearly threa years of his life to that object.
The result wa«. the recovery of almost all the jewels, tbe
(election and arrest ol tbe thiefj and be was by some

means or other seat back to Europe. The subject be¬
came one of great interest to the prince and princess of
Orange, in consequence ul intimations having Been made
to the prejudice of the prince.I dare aay without foun¬
dation. He was known to be in embarra*aed circum¬
stances, and the intimation was made that he himself had
purloined the very jewels of which he was in pursuit .an
intimation, m the result showed, wholly unfounded
Mr. Seely, however, employed the utmost of his exertions,
and succeeded in the otiject for which he was employed
by the diplomatic agent before alluded to. Well, air, the
lewels ware restored, as I lemarked, tbe culprit arrented,
and, from that time to thia, this gentleman lias been, in
vain, endeavoring to obtain from Ihe government of Hol¬
land an adequate indemnity for the service*, sacrifice*,
and successes. I may be allowed to add.that attended
In* exertiona. An aupeal was made to the Executive of
thia government. Mr. Seely applied to him to aid him
in Holland. Accordingly, our representative at the Hague
applied to that government, but they were unwilling hi
afford him any adequate compensation, or'to refer the
matter to arbitration, ao as to ascertain what would be a
just and proper ainouut. In this stage of business be has
appealed to the Executive of the United States again. In
fouseqoence of an assumption of a debt due by a portion
nf this District.I believe Washington, with Georgetown
also included.a large amount is due to Holland; for
which, or the interest of which, appropriations are an

nnally made in the general appropriation bill.
It haa been suggested to Mr. Seely-.and the course has

been recommended, I believe, if 1 am rightly informed,
by the late Secretary of State, a* well as the present Sec¬
retary of State.that he should apply to Congress, that
Coi«ress should investigate the case, and if they were
satisfied of its justice, since he canuot obtain what he
ought to receive from the foreign government, and as we
have the means of his indemnity in our own handsrthat in
the appropriation made there shall be withheld a sum
sufficient to satisfy bis just claims. Mr. Seely has pre¬sented, with the petition I hold in my hand, a most
anple, full, and satisfactory narrative of the whole case
from beginning to end, and he has fortified his ap¬plication by an appeal to numerous satisfactory author¬
ities, to show that in similar cases the government of the
country of the citizen will employ all the means in its
own power to see justice done; although the generalrule undoubtedly is, that when a citizen or subject con¬
tracts with a foreign government, he must depend uponthe good faith of that government for the satisfaction of
his claim. But there are exceptions to thai general rule,of which this is deemed to be one. As to the proper refer¬
ence of this petition, I suppose it might go to the Commit¬
tee on Foreign Relations; but as the Committee on Finance
has the subject of the appropriation out of which the peti-tioner seeks his indemnity, 1 suggest that it may be best

refer it to that committee | and I ask also that the ques¬
tion of the propriety of printing the petition.which ie
jong and voluminous, but for such a one ^uite interest¬
ing.be referred to the Committee on PrintingMr. KING. 1 would say one word upon this question,
as it is not proposed to refer it to the Committee on For¬
eign Relations. I do not know in the history of this
government a solitary case that has occurred where an
individual entering into a contract for any purpose what¬
ever with a foreign government has ultimately come to
Congress in order to procure indemnity of his own gov¬
ernment, either by withholding moneys due to the gov¬
ernment with which the contract was made, or in anyother way.Now, sir, I understand the case perfectly well. This
individual was employed to ascertain, if possible, who it
was that had purloined the jewels of Holland. A greatinterest was felt at the time upon that subject, be¬
cause it was intimated that the prince of Holland
himself had purloined them, and gambled them away.This individual expected to receive, no doubt, a large
amount, if he should succeed in ascertaining who was
the thief, and where were the jewels. Ultimately the
thief was discovered, sent to Holland, and punished cap¬
itally there This individual, sir, in pursuance of his
contract, not having stipulated for any particular amount
to be paid him. went to Holland, in order to get that com¬
pensation which it was supposed a liberal government
and a grateful prince would be ready to beetow. He was

ultimately offered a very pitiful sum, which he decline!.
The government of tne United States then instructed

its charge d'affaires to make an effort, by appealing to the
justice and good faith of Holland, to procure the pay¬
ment of this claim They failed; and now the uon
orable senator from Kentucky introduces a memorial
here.to do what? To take money due to the govern¬
ment of Holland to pay the claim of this individual, pro¬
vided Congress shall consider it as a proper claim i No,
sir. It is to take money from the pockets of private indi¬
vidual in Holland.men who had loaned their money in
good faith to us, expecting to receive it again in good
time. The proposition now i* to take the property of the
individuals to pay the debts of the prince or of the gov¬
ernment As it is not to go to the Committee on Foreign
Relations,-1 thought it no more than just to make these
remarks, in order that the Committee on Finance may
understand the true state of the case.
Mr. CLAY. I have no doubt, sir, that the senator from

Alabama [Mr. Kino] has laid down the general principleof the law of nations correctly.that is to say, that if an
individual chooses to confide in the faith of a foreign
Covernment.and to make a contract with that government,
e is bound unquestionably to look to its honor and good

faith for the execution of the contract. I stated that
principle myself when I was up before. But there are, or'
may be, exceptions to that rule, as there are exceptions to
almost every rule of law. Whether this be one or not,
is the matter to- be investigated, f think, sir, that my
friend from Alabama may conclude, when be comes to
look at the arruy of authorities cited In this petition, ibai
this is a case in which the exception ought to be made.

If, as he alleges, the debt for which we are responsiblebe a debt due to private citizens, subjects of Holland,J
perhaps we have not the right to taka ibeir property, in
order to satisfy this claim But 1 am inclined to think
that a portion of our obligation is to the government of
Holland. At any rale, that is a matter suitable to be ig-
?estimated by a committee. If it be so, as I have sup-

Csed, can there be a doubt that a case of this kind may
put, and meet with favorable consideration! Suppose

that the amount due was due, not by the United States,
but by citizens of the United States, to the government
of HollauJ, so that it could be reached by attach¬
ment, am! suppose that the claim in itself is good,
I think there would not be a question that Mr. Seely
would have a right to attach any pro|«rty thus to.be
reached, and to subject them to a payment of his de¬
mands, and thus to transfer the account from Holland to
the tribunals of his own country. Hut inasmuch as this
is an appioprialion annually made to pay a public debt, or
a pilvate debt.I know not how it is.(that isa matter to
be investigated by the committee).and !». cannot resort to
attachment, since the United States cannot be made a patty
to any such suit, it is therefore that he thought proper to
come to Congress. If no part of the debt belongs to the
government of Holland, I do not believe that T should
disagree with the conclusion of tbe chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Kelations, [Mr.- Kmc,] that
we could not advance Mr. Seely money. And take
it from a debt due sclely and alone to citizen*
of Holland. But I think it will be found that . Portion
of it is due to Holland. At all events, what I have
stated, and what ha' been stated by the senator from
Alabama, are sufficient to show that the matter should
be thoroughly investigated. I should have preferred that it
should go to the Committee of Foreign Relations, but the
suggestion I before stated, in consequence of the matter
being already before the Committee on Finance, induced
me to make that motion. I hope there will be do oppo-
sition to its taking that enurss.
The petition was accordingly referred to the Committee

on Finance.
The motion to print was referred to tbe Committee on

Printing.
SLAVKIT.

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the business before
the Senate to lie the motion to print the following resolu¬
tions of the legislature of Vermont, presented by the sen-

a:or from that State. (Mr. I'm am:) .

HmJrrH fry iki Stnali and Hotut oj Rrprtuntntivn, Thv
sisvery I* a crime sgainst humanity, and a sore evil in the
borljr politio, ihst wai excused t.v the trainer* of the federal
constitution at a crime entailed upon the oountry by their
predecessors, and to'aratad solely ai a thing of inexorable
necessity.

RttiJvtd, That the so-oalled " oom prom its* of the consti¬
tution" restrained tbe federal government from interference
with »lavery only In the State* in whioh It then existed,
and from interference wtih the stave trade only for a limited
time, which ha* long since expired ; and that tlie power*
conferred it> o.i Congress by the conttilulion to tuppmae ti.e

.lave trade, to regidata commerce between the State*, to

govern ih« Territories, snd to admit new Stale#.|iower*
conferred with an express intention " to form a more i>er-

lert union. establish ju«uce, inture domestic tranquillity,
Jirovide (or the ootntnon defence, p'Oiimie lite genetal wei-

are, and secure the blessing* of liberty to Qur»eT*ea and our

posterity'*.nsy sU rightfully be u»ed so ss to nrevenf the
extension of *Uvery into territory now free, and to abilish
slavery and the slave trade wherever either exist* under
the jurisdiction o< C ingress.

Hrtntvd, Thai oar senator* snd represents^ves in Coo-
gre*s be requested lo re»i»t by sll snd every constitutional
means the extension ol sisvrry in any rnsnner, whetuer by
the annexslion to tlsvebotdmg Tegas of territory now iree.
or by the sdmis*ion to the Union of territory al.'-sdy so-

quired, or wh'Ch may be hereatter scqniretf, without an

express protiibition of (lavery, either In the constitution ol
eapti new Mtate a-king adint** on, or In the act ot Congress
providing lor such admission

Rt$olvtd, furlktr. That our senators and repre*entstiv«s
in Congress l>e requeued lo »up(*ort every juit sail prudent
.nea-um for tin nxclu-lon ol slavery liorn the District ol
Columbia ; for the entire *uppri-esion of iha slave trails on
the high se*s and woersver el*e C<mgr»*s has jurisdiction ;
and generally to relieve tbe f^ders! government from all re-

.p.mslbility lor ihe exlateuee, msiiitenancs, or t.iterance of
sis very, or Hie tralfic in slaves.

Ht§o)ptd, furihrr, riisl our senstors in Congress be in-

itruoteri, and our reprmenlelives mj iesied, to n«e their ex¬
ertions lor tho siteedy organisation ut a territorial govern
ineut for New \f-xi-o ami Cali.o.tna. with a provision for¬
ever excluding lnyoli|ntsry servitude, except lor crime,
tberofroin.

Rtinlt*d, That the governor be requested tn furnish s

copy nl the foregoing re*oli,lions to each of our senartrrsand
representatives in Oongie**, and to the governor of each
State in ihe Union.
Approved November It. 1*1#
Mr. CHASE, being entitled to the floor, arose to address

tbe Chair; when
Mr. DOWNS requested Ih« senator lo postpone this

question until the morning business should be over.
The VICE PR ESIDEN r stated that this was a part of

the deferred morning business, being the question of
printing the (esolu'.ion* presented by the senator from' Ver¬
mont.

Mr. CHASE then proceeded an follows: It was not iny
purpose to take up the time of the Senate upon this mo¬
tion to print the resolutions of the State of V* rinont. If
I understand the general tenor of the feeling of the Senate,there is a disposition to acquiesce in the motion to print,with very few dissenting voices. I am rejoiced, sir, for one,that the precedent in the case of Vermont, some ten years
ago, is now to be reversed ; that the petition*, and me¬
morials, and resolutions of States in this confederacy are
to be received and take the ordinary course of refer¬
ence, no matter what are the contents of those memo¬
rials, resolutions, or |>etitions. I should be glad if I
could say that there appeared to be a similar disposition
in regard, not merely to the memorials of sovereignStates, but the petitions of the sovereign people. But I
understand, sir, that a practice prevails here.and I maybe permitted to say that it is, in my opinion, a practice"more honored in the breach than in the observance".
when iietitions of a certain character are sent here from
indiviuuals, to move the question of reception, and to
lay the motion of reception upon the table. 1 trust that
that practice also will be abandoned; for I accord en¬
tirely in the sentiment of the senators from South Caro¬
lina, when they say that it is better, far better, for the peo¬ple of this country that they shall understand the senti¬
ments of the States, and not merely of Uie States, but of
the people that make the States which compose this con-
federaey. Let it be understood what th$ positions'of all
the States are. Let us understand each other distinctly,and then we shall have the best possible opportunity, whenthe petitions and memorials of all the States are dis¬
tinctly and clearly understood, and when we have a
definite idea of the position assumed by each, to come to
an amicable arrangement of the difficulties existing.But, sir, I may be allowed to say, the path to an ami¬
cable solution of difficulties does not lie through crimi¬
nation and recrimination. It does not lie through denun¬
ciation upon the one side or upon the other side. And
let me suggest to my friend from the State of Arkansas
[Mr. Borland] the query, whether anything is to be
gained in the comparison of the epithets "ctime" and
"criminal," upon the one side, and the epithets "robber"
and "assassin," upon the other. Sir, we earn nothing in
this way. Let us define our positions with candor, with
fairness, with clearness, and with precision ; and then,
understanding each other, we shall be ahle to determine
what course it becomes us as senators, and what course
it becomes the States as sovereignties, to pursue.I think it due, Mr. President, to myself, and to the
Slate which I in part represent here, to say that no
menace, no resolve tending towards disunion, no intima¬
tion of the possibility of disunion, in any form, will move
us from the path which, in my judgment, it is due to our¬
selves, and to the people whom we represent, to pursue.Everything of that sort has lost its terror; at least, I trust
it has. I trust that no man hereafter is to be moved from
the course which, in his conscience and in his judgment,it is due to the State, and to the people whom he repre¬sents, to pursue. 1 trust that no man is to be moved from
that deliberate course by any threat, or by any resolve,from whatever quarter. I trust that we shall pursue the
path of rectitude with respect to all the people of all the
States, and of every Stale in the whole Union. Havingdetermined what that course is, I trust that we shall not
be deterred from pursuing it, by any intimation of anykind, and of this character particularly.Mr. President, we have had it intimated in this debate,that the States of the South have had some reason to
complain of the course which has been pursued. Why,Mr. President, what is there in our past history.what is
there in our present history.which justiAes tliat com¬
plaint ? Let it be calmly considered.let it be deliberate¬ly considered.and then let me again press the inqmry,What is there in our past or in our present history which
justifies that complaint? Have-not the States of the
South had their lull proportion of all the honors of this
confederacy? Have they not had their full proportion,at least, in all the power in this confederacy f Do they
not, at this moment, in this hall, and in the other hall,
exercise all the power, to say the least of it, which to
them legitimately belongs?
w bo preside*, air, in the otber ball ? How hare your

committee* been conatituted here? Under what influ¬
ence have they been constituted, and for what purposehave they brm i unwtTTilieil f Have they nut Octii »<*

eonatituted, Mr. President, as to meet the claims, and
the extremes! claims, of the gentlemen who represent the
southern States of ihia Union? Haa it not been held here
to be a disqualification for a chairman of a committee of
the Senate, even in a distinguished senator from a slave
Stale, to maintain what, in bia judgment, ia due to the
people of the whole confederacy, in reference to this
subject ? Haa it not been made a disqualification to con¬
demn the sentiments of the South in reference to this
subject of alavery ?

tor my own part, Mr. President, 1 may be permitted to
say, that in political sentiment I accord fully with that
party which is known as the free democracy of tha United
States.a party which is sometimes denominated section
-al, but winch I trust will not remain forever anctionnl,
and which had, during the last canvass, if 1 may be par-
mitted to allude to it, not merely friends in tbe non slave-
holding States, but friends in most of the alnveholding
States also. I will add further, that it is known to he my
position; that 1 stand ready and willing to co-operate
with that party whenever it takes sucb ground upon the
subject of slavery aa accords with the principles of the
ordinance of 17*7.

Well, sir, now let us compare positions with reference
to this very question which is exciting debate and atten
lion here. Do I understand tbe aenators from the South
as saying that they are prepared to act with tbe democra
cy of this country, if democracy takes ground in favor of
freedom? Do they not make it a test of their adherence
to party, that the parties shall reflect what ia in their
judgment tlieir leRitunate claims' Then, air, ia it not
legitimate that a senator, with precisely the same opinion
in favor of freedom that thev held in favor of alavery,
should require of the party which ia to command his co¬

operation, that it should take ground which, in his
judement, he could reconcile to bis own conscience?
If this be so, Mr. President, in what position do we
stand here? A test may be made upon one aide, and
it ia no ground of excluamn from party confidence and
party respect. But tests shall not be made upon tha otber
aida. If made in favor of freedom, it shall oe good ground
for exclusion from party. 1 refer to thia matter lor the
purpose of ahowmg that there ia nothing to be complained
of, so far as this houae, so far aa the other houae, so far
aa the present arrangement ia concerned. What can he
NMWtfll the future? Why, it Is apprehended
that the Congress of tbe United Statea may adopt the

f principles of the ordinance of *87, concurred in by unani¬
mous assent ol all the States represented in the conven¬
tion, in tbeir application to territory which was slave ter
ritory, aa tbe territory northwest of the Ohio was claimed
to be.territory which is now tree territory. That ia one
of the grounds of ar>pr«henaion. Another ground of ap¬
prehension is, that trie Congress of tbe United States may
determine, in tbeir judgment, that it improper to apply the
princinlea of law to the question.of slavery in the District
of Columbia. It is apprehended that the influence and
tbe power of this government may be placet^upon the
side of freedom. Well, sir, what if it should he .'.what
if it should be ? Is it not the precise object aimed at by
tbe framerx of the constitution? is it not the precise ob¬
ject aimed at bv those who concurred in establishing
the ordinance of 'Hi I

Hut we are told that if this crisis arisea it mnst be met
The senator from South Carolina tells ua that he trusts
that, iff tbe event that Congress shal^dopt any measures
of this sort, the South wrtl meet (We crisis s« it oughtWell, sir, I must say that I concur in that hope; and
how.how, Mr. President, ought that criais to be met ?
Ought it to be met ia a spirit of disunion > or ought it not
to be in the spirit which governed the deli Herat ions of
those who framed the constitution.the spirit of those
who framed the ordinance of '87.that, sir, which waa
than univeraal in this country.the spirit which animated
the hreast of every gentleman who had a seat in the
Congress of the confederation at that time ?

Mr. President, 1 trust, for one.and this ia all I have to
say upon this subject--that, whenever this crisis shall
come, it will he met in the spirit of the fathers of the
republic, and if it he ao met, rely «poa it, there will be no
occmskhi for apprehension, but, on tbe contray, the Union
will be reipeiited, and the example of this nation will he
ma le, what trie fathers of the republic designed it to be,
an example of freedom to all the nations of the earth.

Mr. HALE. There were one or two suggestions from
the honorable senator from Alabama to which i wish to
reply by ^ word or two. Permit me to any, air, that if the
honorable senator has failed to convince me of anything
else, he has most surely convinced me of one fact, which
h has announced, and which I do most earnestly pray
God, night and day, the whole North may leam with me:
and that is, that concession never satisfied fanaticism. I
wish every senatw, from every free State, aonid take up
that text, and g£ home, and tell the tame, tbe timid, the
wavering, the compromising, that concession never satis¬
fied fanaticism. I thank the senator for that. I hope the
North will find it out, sir. They Iiave felt it some ever
kinoe the adoption of the cond ition, but they do not
seem to have practically learned it. Tbev are beginning
to, however, now, air. With that f leave that part of the
subject.
There is another remark which the senator made,

which struck pie as Homewhat peculiar, though it grati¬
fied me. There are a great many timid people at the
North, who bave been living with excited nerves and
trembling fears of "the wreck of matter and the crush of
worlds" that were to ensue upon the dissolution of the
Union. Well, sir, they will be exceedingly quieted
when they find out that the thing has already taken
place, and that they did not know anything about it; for
the honorable senator from Alabama said, sir, the Union
is already dis«jlved. Well, if it is not a matter too se¬
rious for a pleasant illustration, let me eive him one.
Once in my life.1 do not know but twice.when I was
justice of the peace.for 1 held that office before I was
senator.when (he minister was out of town, 1 was call¬
ed upon to join a couple in the solemn and holy bonds of
wedlock. I made very short work of it. 1 asked the
man if he wo^ld take the woman lor his wife. " Cer¬
tainly," said h#;MI came for that very thing." 1 asked
the woman if she would take the man for her husband.
" Yes," sbe said. Well, sir, I said to them "you are
man and wife.that's all." The woman, looking up with
a very incredulous air, said " in that all ?" [Laughter.]
" Yes, my dear madam, that is all." " Why," she replied,"it isn't anjf ftitoJUighty affair after all " [laughter]And so the people might say now. If the Union is dis¬
solved, it has produced less commotion than 1 anticipated,f hardly thought it would be done in so quiet a manner.
The honorable senator says he speaks for the whole

South. 1 remember once, on this floor, of hearing
an honorable senator say that there was nobody here that
had any right to speak for the whole South. The South
is a pretty large sort of a country ; it consists of fifteen
Stales ; and he did not recognise the right of any senator
to speak for fifteen States. I do not claim to sueak for
the whole North, nor any considerable portion of it.only
a very small part of it.and a good way north, too.

I want to say a word in regard to a remark that
fell from the honorable senator's lips, and which I have
heard before, but which I have never taken the trouble
to answer, and which f would not now, for any effect
which it would have at home, it is one that has been
often repeated, unreplied to, and unrebuked; and it maybe, that sitting in silence, we are supposed to admit that
there is some justice in the assertion. The honorable
senator lias used the termfactory slaves, in speaking of
the mechanical population in the factories of our northern
States. He speak,s of them as slaves, and, sir, it is not new
here. I have heard it in private conversations, and I have
been very kindly told by individuals, who seemed to be in¬
fluenced by a very earnest desire to give some instruction
upon the subject.I have been assured by them.that our
factory population could not bear a comparison, not onlyin the amount of physical and animal comfort, but in in¬
telligence and good breeding, with the southern slaves.
I have had that opinion given me by honorable gentle¬
men, members of this body, in private conversation; and
remarks of this character are so frequently made, that 1
think it certainly becomes me.living as 1 do in one of
the villages made up very much of tne population thus
denounced.to say a single word, not in vindication, but
in illustration of the character and position of that much
misunderstood and misrepresented class of our popula¬tion. My honorable colleague, sir, sitting upon the other
side of the chamber, lived in a manufacturing village of
his Slate for many years, and now resitk^in one o7 the
largest and most nourishing manufaiMmng towns of
New England ; and it I misunderstand their character for
intelligence and integrity in any respect, I wish he mayrise in his place, and set the Senate right. The village,sir, in which I live has about one thousand female opera¬
tives employed in the manufactories established there.
In that village there is, as is common in many cities, a
bank for savings, and the amount deposited in it exceeds
three hundred thousand dollars; and 1 think 1 am justi¬fied in the remark, when 1 say that more than one-half of
that whole sum is deposited by those very slaves, as they
are called. And who are they, sirWhy, they are, in
a very great measure, composed of the daughters of indi-
vidtials living remote from the place where the factory is
located; and when poverty, sickness, disease, death-
misfortune in any shape.visits the homesteaid.when
palsy seizes upon the forms of aged parents, or calamity
in any other shape comes as the visitation of Providence,
these young women, leaving their Uoj&gs. where they

nuui fMini, ainrttrc pu!«a where they were born,
come down into these villages, and, by their industry,economy, and prudence, generally succeed inquite happy and comfortable the '..»»« year* of those
iiarents they have left behind ; and I will do them the
justice to say that 1 don't believe, search the country
through, from the Arooatook to our southern boundary.
and 1 do not know exactly where that boundary i».-
be it far or near, sir.that vou cannot find in anv clasa of
society.1 care not where they are, how elevated, how
wealthy, or how cultivated they be.you will not had, 1
assert, an equal number of females of purer moral de¬
portment, or of higher intellectual cultivation, or those
that understand all the duties and domestic relations, be¬
longing to domestic or social life, in a higher degree than
do these name much-abused factory girls. Such is the
character of this population. And of the msn, it is equally
true. They are prudent, industrious, educated, and moral;
they are the pride and the glory of New England. 1
would like that any man.be he who he may.be he
physically, morally, and intellectually brave.no matter
how chivalric and bold he way be.I would like him to
¦o. into one of these factory villages, and tell ibis popu¬lation tUtj wwa iU»¦ i r would net umleitak*. ».».

compare this people with the slaves of the South. Leave
your slaves at home, and lake your masters. I would
like tben to have the comparison Uken, and see upon
which side of the scale the weight of intellect, of intelli¬
gence, of all the virtues that adorn the human character,
would be found. If it would not be found upon tb« side
of those factory o|ieratives, you would have to pro¬
duce a higher standard than has fallen under my
observation, North or South I do not say this to
court popularity. I believe, if I have not proved anything
else, I nave proved in my political life that I am not a

freat worshipper of that, flake this occasion lo say, that
I do not know a population of any grade. North or South,
against whom charges of this character could not be
brought with equal justice as tbey Maid be brought
against the manufacturing population of New England.
No, sir; there never was, in any time or in any country, a

people more misunderstood, or more misrepresented in
that misunderstanding, than our factor) operatives, that
are compared to slaves held in the States where thai in¬
stitution is tolerated Of that f have said enough.

With one other remark I leave this subject. The hon¬
orable senator from Alabama says that we have clube
and aocietiee in the northern States, who send oat pam¬
phlets and lecturers to preach murder to the slaves.to
teach them to murder, and to excite them t« the violation
of your wives and daughters. Sir, I have been some¬
what conversant with the history of the anti-slavery
movement in New England wilhin the last few
years; and if there ever has been the first letter print¬
ed of that character in any of the northern States,
it has esca|«d the scrutiny which I have given the sub¬
ject. 1 do not stand here as the ad vocate ol any of these
organizations. I do not belong to them, I do not say it
to avoid any responsibility which may belong to any sen¬
timent I entertain or they entertain, I only wanted to
speak of a matter of fact. I have never known a single
society, large or small, male or female.men, women, or
children.that did not disclaim everything of this kind.
that did not give warning that they should not preach
insurrection to ths slaves: they have refrained from it.
tbey have cautioned them sgainst it. They have urged
the slaves to bow with meekness to a power that they
cannot resist, and to put all their energies and all their
efforts forth in sending up from their degradation and
their misery supi>ligations to Him who has avowed him¬
self to be the <Jod of the oppressed. I have never seen
such a publication as that. I hsve never heard such a
sentiment advanced in any public assembly.never, sir.
I have never heard such s prayer in any pulpit. On the
contrary to that, different conduct has been inculcated, so
far as I have any knowledge of the matter If there be
any such societies as the honorable senat >r from Alaba¬
ma has spoken of, I know nothing of them. He has
a more intimate knowledge of what is going on in the
northern States than I have, if be is advised that what
be says is the truth

I have said thus much, kut I do not propose to go into
aqy discussion sbout the resolution or anything of that
sort But I do join in the hope and wish, expressed by
my friend from Ohio, that gentlemen will come out and
let as know what they want; and, having told us that
concession will not satisfy fanaticism, I trust that no
more concession will be asked l*et us, then, understand
where we are.what we want.and, if we cannot agree
to unite, let us agree to differ.
Mr BUTLER. I had no idea of taking any part in

this debate, sxe.ept so far as to suggest the propriety of
printing the resolutions, intending to take another occa
sion lo discuss the topics which have been broqght under
discussion >n this unexpected debate But,sir, the gentle
nan from Vermont the other day indulged in a very wide
range of debate, so far a* regards one of the subjects
which he thought prnper to bring within the scope of his
remarks. He (lismssM all the doctrines connected with
the organization of territorial government, and uttered
many sentiments well calculated to arrest attention.such
as seemed io provoke a reply
The gentleman from Ohio, this morning, in a some-

what prepared effort, I think, has come forward, and ha*avowed doctrines which in their leudency and operationcannot be disguised; and, sir, while he has admonished
us to cultivate harmony, and while he and others havegiven us homilies on the value of thin Union, he has
avowed sentiments, and, not only on this occasion hut ou
others, has inculcated doctrines which wilt sow broad¬
cast the seeds of discord.such as make odious aud
arrogant distinctions between different sections of this
confederacy. His doctrines would seem to aim at
the disfranchisement of the southern section of the
Union, both through the action of the federal le¬
gislature and under the organization of parties.It is not mere sentiment, but a scheme that he insists
on to carry out his plans of operation. He presumes
on an increasing majority in the North and a minorityin the South, as 1 shall show by his expressed sentiments.
I cannot therefore allow him to preach decent modera¬
tion, when f know he has, with others, ultimate de¬
signs.designs which I will not allow him to diguiseunder the forms and professions of moderation.
He avows openly that he will submit to no compromise,and will assimilate to nd party that will not recuguiseas

a basin Uie /{Q»aoil prianmi.
a party to be known as free democracy.a party that
puts under the ban slaveholders as tainted partners in
the association. He speaks of the South as having held
the offices of the confederacy, and he avows doctrines
that will hereafter, by way of retaliation, disfranchise
them in the future unless they shall come to terms,
to be prescribed on the basis which he has taken for
party organization. I have now a letter before me whichI shall have occasion to refer to, by way of verifying all
that I have raid; a letter in which he openly avows his
reliance on the minority of southern interests, and, ac¬
cording to my view, on southern defection; what he calls
desertion, I would call treason. His self-sustainingnumerical strength, I suspect, it at the bottom of his sub¬
lime political molality. He aims at certainty on the dis¬
position of submission by the South to the doctrines which
he has avowed. Coundence has been inspired by the
desire of the South to preserve the Union; and its pasthistory somewhat sanctions the assumption. Summed
up in a few words, he calculates uuon the uncondir
lional submission of one section in submitting to the or¬
ganization of parties to be maJo exclusivelyT>y another
section; with kind and gentle allowances, however, for
desertion from the southern ranks for the sake of the
prices of officd. But, sir, for fear I might do the honor¬
able gentleman injustice, I will, before I sit down, read
extracts from a letter, which seems to have been preparedby him with the care of one avowing a solemn creed. It
is a creed that soars to the heavens in its doctrines, but
looks to the earth for its rewards. Philanthropy pre¬scribes the latitude ctt its boundaries, whilst selfishness
contracts the scope of its operation; a philanthropy whose
centre is everywhere, and whose circumference is no¬
where, but whose practice is to be found iu the sordid ap¬propriation of office and property..But allow me to say that 1 am naturalist enough to
know that it is not the purest bird that flies the highestIt is said of the condor that it alights in the atmosphereof the snow-capped Andes, and yet is it not true that it is
a bird that lives upon the corruption of the earth? These
gentlemen, who are so sublime in their morality, when
they descend from the elevatioa which their theory as¬
pires to, to the practical application of their doctrines,
are ready to deprive us of the soil that has been won bythe common blood and common treasure of the country-
are ready to appropriate to themselves the offices and their
emoluments under the organization of parties, and under
the constitution of the United States.things which oughtto be left open to all. Even federal eligibility to office
has been aitsailed, if it should* be claimed by a southern
man.

sir, they go further, and tell you in »o many words that
acquiescence in their propositions Will not satisfy them ;
tor that was the true import of the language ol the senator
from New Hampshire. He says that concessions that have
taken placff swell the spirit of fanaticism; that it has an
ideal excellence which will not compromise with any¬thing but the sublimity of an unlimited morality. They
are to attain this point by progress!" »"£> to
hoW those who WfendJIW- M responsible for the
Union. Tho*» -rV- ?one «£ Wfon* have iio'ftrHt
. . uie position of the parties lo mr Isroe. nre
South ha* never assailed the union; they have cherished
it, ami made all the compromises to preserve it; and 1 say
now, the northern gentlemen hold the scissors of its fate
in their own hands. They can close them on the cords
of this Union by going on in their reckless aggression, or
stay their hand and do justice. They are the moving par¬
ties, and in Jupiter Stator they may find a deity worthy ol
worship; but if they go on, they may presume too much
on the arts of Mercury. The course which has been ad¬
vertised is a rebuking commentary on southern acquies¬
cence in wrongful aggression. Those who have been
guilty of the wrung shall not hold me liable for the con¬

sequences, nor shall they assign me a position to the is¬
sues which they have made. If they have brought the
Union in jeopardy, they shall not throw the odium of dis-
umooists on the defending and innocent party. Politi¬
cians have played with this subject as an element of po¬
litical game, and that game shall have trie true parlies to
it

I say it now, and with perfect sincerity and candor,
that the people of the State which 1 represent. »n,t <*>.
r.«ru «h. amidrau amies in general, have never ta¬
ken measures thus far with the view or wish that theyshould result jn disunion. I go further, and say that their
acquiescence in compromise is a refutation of the charges
that have been made against then. W'liat compromise
that could not require a sacrifice of right and honor has
not been acceded to on the part of the South What
compromise that she entered into has she violated f
lhese are questions that may he obviated by evasion or
denunciation of a self-sustaining majority, but honesty
will only answer them before the tribunal of his¬
tory/ The past cannot be changed, and it will

?p to show that the Soath ha« made sacrifices to
orm the Union, and has submiiu<d to unequal com¬
promises to preserve it. The North has pre
siimed on that love of anion to sanction its progre*
sire and arrogant pretensions. No, sir;the history of the
confederacy, and especially the history of this question,
will show a degree of submission to compromise that
astonishes me in the review of it. 1 shall sot go further
than to speak of the history of this /juestion. with my
connexion with it.the true element which has formed
the basi< of their course.

Will the gentleman inform me what measure of
compromise has ever been proposed to as, if it were
an honorable and just compromise, that has been rejected
by us.' When it was pro|>oaed to extend the Missouri
compromise to the Pacific, by whom was that proposition made' It was made by one side, and promptly
and even scornfully rejected by the other. It was refused,
even with the wantonness of rejection. It was refused on
the assumption that some of our own men woald join in
the repudiation. By implication that compromise ha*
been supposed to give lo the South, is all territories soath
of3«°30', entire control. Whilst it in terms excluded
slavery north of that line, it recognised the right that "H
should exist, if the people thought proper, south of that
line. Experience has shown that the temptation lo disre¬
gard it depended on the power of doing so, on a minority
made so by its operation. It has served the office of
taking power from the South, and placing it in the
hands of those who have not magnanimity and justice
to observe its obligations. It has been but a dam of
sand that has given wsy to the tide of insolent flower.
When the questions growing oat of a proposition to
give governmenta to our Mexican acquisitions assumed
a critical aspect, an honorable effort, without regard
to sections, wse made to settle them forever, and to
take them out of the arena of political gamesters.
That effort resulted in the Clayton bill. It was Iramed to
save the honor ot the South Many thought her rights
were not secure under it. I will mit slate its terms. It pro¬
posed an honorable compromise, without improper con¬
cession VY hat has lieen its fate f The South generally
acquiesced in it, and, I solemnly believe, for the sake of
the Union. Does this look like a desire or design to dis¬
solve this confederacy t No, sir, it was anything else It
waa a sacrifice to the very name of the Union It has
provoked a confidence tha' may b« fatal. I fear it has
given rise to a delusion, that there are no limits to which
the North may not go. ,

Another mil was brought in by the honorable senator
from Wisconsin, well guarded in its provisions, in rela¬
tion to New Mexico and California, proposing meiely to

pat it in the power of the courts, by writs of Kabto* carpal*
to test ths legality of the title by which slsres are held.
It was assumed on that occasion that u conceded too much
to the Soath, and gave them tha advantage in the issue.

Was not that going fat in the apirit ot compromise '

Coald anything more strongly show the wantonness of
noii-slaveholding arrogance I That was set aside, and a
clause with a snare under it was insisted on by northern
gentlemen, as giving all that would .settle the question.in
other words, a c lause to cover the Wilmot Proviso.

Sir, the compromises hare all been one fM-inti the
lion's den.nmilm vrMigia rttrmum. Hat I shall go fur
ther and ssy, we hare rtolaied none ot the compromise
into which we hare entered, whilst we have rejected
none that here been offered to ns on honorable terms.

Is this not a proposition fall of meaning ' It may be

that the cup of conciliation is exhausted I shall mynothing of that. 1 will not utter menace, nor will I in¬
dicate the end of this fearful question. We have aeceded
to all that would preserve our honor in every compromisethat has been proposed, indeed, we have evinced a da-sire to let this question pas* by, on a point of honor; nasi
yet neuilemen come out and accuse those who have main¬tained those compromises, and manifested a desire to de¬fend their rights, of a design to sever the Union. Oh,
yes; we are the people, they say, who have shown ndisposition to sever the different portions of this Union!It is the wolf taking otlence at the lamb, because he con-tradicted him, in saying he had not muddied the water indrinking below hiui.
The South, at the time of the formation of this confed¬

eracy, made sacrifices, and deprived herself of the scep¬tre. She parted with the sceptre, when she consented tothe formation of this Union.when she gave up to theNorth the power of regulating commerce by a mere ma¬jority. But I shall go no further into the historv of this
mutter at present. 1 shall check myself, so far as thetendency of this argument is concerned; but I have mush
to say on. it. and |
sents, in part, one of the largest States in the confedera¬
cy, and, sir, his opinions are to be respected. I an satis¬
fied that he, like many others, acts under the pressure of
an tx parte constituency. They are exponents ofthose whohave never looked except upon side of this question.Many who coins here are committed exponents of irre¬
sponsible masses. Tlmy are facil^ and publican politi¬
cians, who feel themselves bound to the law of obedi¬
ence. They act in a channel that popular prejudice modirresponsible persons have made for them, and yet they
talk of slavery. They get their places here by slavisn
submission. They violate the constitution, before they
come here, by vows on an unconstitutional altar. As
for any effect that might be produced by mere speaking,I would much rather address the people than their repre¬sentatives. The people have no temptation to do what is
wrong. They might be affected by a dispassionate ap¬peal to their judgments. At least they could be ap¬proached as a tribunal that could review its judgment.They could have wo iutereil to maintain an adversary no-
mlion, where, from feeling anil duty, they might wiah to
become friends. Politician* (trill play with toptea m a

Ert of a game which the people would shrink from with
rror, could they see ttie consequences. I think it maybe safely said that those who yield most to transient pop¬ular prejudice, and indulge in habitual professions of love

to the |>eople, would betray them soonest, if there were aa
adequate temptation. An accommodating spirit is gene¬rally associated with a facility in morality.There are occasions on which I might expect statesmen
and patriots to elevate themselves above those irresponsi¬ble influences, but the day has elapsed, 1 am afraid, when
such men are to be found. And in making this state¬
ment 1 will not tear away one leaf from the history of the
North. 1 will not deprive the North of an iota of credit
that is her due. The pant is secure, and I speak of it
only in an historical point of view; but 1 will not ait h«e
and hear doctrines expressed which, in their conscqueocM,
most degrade a portion of the confederacy, and depriveposterity of the rights which we have ourselves inher¬
ited.

I will ask the Secretary to read a letter of the senator
from Ohio, because as 1 have attributed to it an influence,
the letter itself will furnish the evidence upon which I
have based it.
The Secretary read as follows :

CiRcittfMTr, IMP.
Mir Dear Srxt 1 observe indications in various quuMnof a dlsi>o»ition on the part of influeutial Keullenitn to In¬

terpose difficulties in the way of cordial union betwpen the
old line democracy and the tree democracy, by Inilitiwoa
conditions to which the latter cannot agree without the saA-
rifice of principle* which they hold far dearer than party
tuccet*.
The free democracy, holding, in common with the old

line democracy, the cordial ana essential doctrines of the
democratic faith, believe that the time has come for the ap-plicaiion of thoee doctrines to the subject of slavery, as well

.uOjeou ol currency and trade. They believe that^avery!, the worst lorm of'despotism. The ownership*one m»n by anotiier la the meat absolute suInaction known
lfl|PMftiy^.V*itt>''jpnoe- No democrat who has any iaaL lis-
all men have equal rights by nature, and that Ine only It-
gitimatn object ol government is to maintain and secure
these rights, oan doubt that slaveholding is grossly loconsis-
tenl with democratic principle*.

It Is not necessary to advert to the circumstances which,
for many years, prevented either of the great parllM of the
oounlry from taking any ground againat ?livery. It Is
enough thai circumstances aie now changed. The aoqul-
sftion of Mexican territories hat presented the question of
slavery in new aspects. Heretofore the slave power was
content with retaining tlave territory as slave territory ;
now it seeks to subject free territory to the blight of slavery.
This enormous pretension has led to a more general exami¬
nation ol the constitutional relations of the astioaal govern-
inent to the slave system; and that examination has
fisienel the conviction on the minds ol thousands and
hundreds of thousands, that (be government of the Unio*
is bound to prolubit slavery in the territories, and to exert
all its legitimate and constitutional power* to limit, local¬
ize, and discourage It, and especially to prohibit it* ex¬
istence in all place* within the iphere of it* exclusive juris¬
diction.
Tins is the oonviction of free democracy. They have

annou»oo<l it over and over again, and are pledged to
govern iheir political action by it. ThU pledge they1 Will
undoubtedly redeem.
Now, what is to hinder the rooeptionof this faith by the

old-line democracy t Wh. t shall prevent their bold and
trank avowal of it 1 What should Interfere with manly aad
straightforward action in consistency with it 1

1 can see but one thing.the alliance, ao called, with the
slaveholders themselves.the fear ol losing their political
support and influence in a presidential election.
No*, it is very certain that no consideration of mere po¬

litical expediency ought to induce the deruocraoy to retrain
from carrying out its own principle* ; and it seem*to me
equally certain that political expediency and duty at this
time coincide.
For what will be the cost to tbo democracy ol the alli¬

ance of the slaveholder* in a presidential campaign 1
To terminate this question, it mutt first be seen what the

slaveholder* demand a* the price of their allianoe. Thi*
demand is easily staled.

It is non-intervention upon the subject of slavery. That
Is northern men may think and act at home as they choose,
and southern men likewise; but when northern men ami
southern inen meet at Washington, either In executive or

legislative capacities, tbey must not take any action against
slavery, but leave the slaveholder* at liberty to Introduce
slaveholding wherever iheyoen.

This, If I understand it, I* the ground ot the Washing**
Union, which ha* been approved by a number of Demo¬
cratic prints iu the free States, and uuiversaily, 1 believe, aa
well it might be, in the slave States.
Now, ft my deliberate opinion that it I* utterly imprac¬

ticable to unite the democracy on thi* platform In the ine
State*.
The free democracy oan never accede to it * aad main¬

taining, ss they do, the cardinal doctrines ol demoeraey,
and ocoupying, as tbey will, a bold and independent por¬
tion on the slavery question and every other, the Mafia
who love boldness and independence will rally around them
in such number* that it will be utterly impossible lor com¬
promising democracy to carry a respectable number of the
tree State*, and they must, as heretofore, divide the free
State* with compromising whigism. Success, therefore,
on the non-intervention platform is, lor the old demoeraey,
quite out of the question.
The free democracy believe in non-interveotioa, sooh as

the constMiiiioo^ requires.non-intervention by Congress
with the legislation of the Stages on the subjsot of slavery.
Hut neither the history of the country, nor the con«iituuon
of the eoontry, warrants non-intervention by Congraap with
slavery In terntoi ie* and elsewhere, without the limits ol
any State, bat within the exclusive jarfdiotiasl of the aa¬
tional government. Slavery in suck territory Or places can¬

not, under a *ir»et construction of the constituting, ena at
all. Slaveiy lu such territory or plane* ought, at leaat, M
be prohibited bir Congress.

1 have regretted to see eertaiu expressWns altribatod to
John Van Huron, calculated t j revive unpleasant Italian.
sorb as thai the national democratic party is dissolved I
would prefer to say thai the national democratic part* It in
process of regeneration.in progress, obeying that fawef
progress srtiicn all its d -cirlae. .eoogrnsa, Irom ibe old plat-
tor III ol non-intervention to the Jed'srsoman pla'torm Of
slsvery restnction and diteooiagement. It ssetns to rae
that the parly in the Iree Stains ought at once to advance to
ine J< fl'ersonian ground, and theru unite In indissoluble
phalanx with their brethren of the hee democracy. Lat
the party in the slave States advance to the same ground
I'erhap', in advancing, some may desert and go over to the
emservatives. IWsibly, In the tlave States, ihe party must
ko mtu a temporary minority. L<et It be an The compen¬
sation will be found m the concentration, unanimity, the In¬
vincibility, ol the uuned democracy in the Iree States. Tri¬
umphant in the free States, and strong, by the strength of
their priuclples, even in the slave States, tne democracy
enn elect It* national candidates, under such circumstan¬
ces, in despite of all opposition.
Such are my view*. I feel a strong confidence that time

will prove their correctness. I am a democrat unreservedly,
and 1 feel earnestly soliciions for the success of the demo
t-rstic organisation ami 'he triumph of its principles. The
.lonirines ol tne democracy on the sobjeote ot trade, ..?-
reny, ami Special privileges, command die entire useem of
my judgment. B I I cannot, wuile boldly asserting their
principle*, In reference to these subjects, shrink Ir m their
pist application to slavery. I should feel guilty of shainelul
jerelto i-JO of duty if I did. You know what multitudes
now sympathise with ine, and how iroly. It Is this rwry
lidjlity io democratic prirraip e* which makes It impossible
foi mam to compromise with slavery. What a melancholy
spectacle It ivould be,to teethe democratic party embracing


